These meetings took place at the Eremitage Hotel in the small town of Lyngby near Copenhagen, Denmark. The minutes of Executive Board and Interim Meetings are always sent, in full. to each National Member Society so you should be able to obtain any additional information you need about their content from your National Member Society Committee if you belong to one. (If you do not have a National Member Society and would like to know more about forming one please contact me for help). Here I shall attempt to give you a brief overview of these meetings.
Finance Committee
The Honorary Treasurer introduced the preliminary accounts for 1996. The result for the year was estimated to be over DKK 750,000.
Two new funding proposals to help International Consultants and the less wealthy National Member Societies were approved by the Executive Board. For each, a total of DKK 50,000 would be allocated in the annual budget. Firstly, a maximum of DKK25,000 could be granted to any one National Member Society in a single triennium to assist in the funding of an activity approved by the Executive board. Only National Member Societies whose members paid the reduced membership subscription would be eligible to apply. Secondly, a maximum of DKK 10,000 would be made available to any one International Consultant for expenditure approved by the Executive Board. Any request for such support should be sent, in advance, to the Honorary Secretary for the approval of the Executive Board.
Education Committee
A number of items were discussed and some are recalled in this report.
A draft package entitled "Category I1 Professional -Orthopaedic Technologist" was presented to the Executive Board. it included professional profiles for Category I (Prosthetist/orthotist, orthopaedic engineer, orthopaedic meister, etc.) and Category I1 (orthopaedic technologist), a code of ethics, learning objectives for Category I1 courses, and a description of examination content for Category 11.
The package was approved, with minor amendments, by the Executive Board and would be circulated to national certification boards seeking comment. It was agreed that a draft Category I package should be now produced as quickly as possible. The course, held in Madras, India (2-6 December 1996) had been a success with 125 participants, mostly from Southern India. A great many of those attending this course had been prosthetists and it was felt that the fact that this kind of course is also very relevant to doctors should, in future, be emphasised. The next course was planned to take place in Helsingborg, Sweden on 11-14 April 1997.
Membership
increased by an average of 72 members each year over the last 10 years.
It was reported that the Society currently had 2633 members in 77 countries. Membership had
Publications Committee
A number of items were discussed and some are recalled in this report. A wall plaque had been designed in response to a request from one National Member Society. the agreed price was DEM 120 (including delivery). The International Committee representatives felt that this was too expensive and that there may be cheaper options.
A total of 40 sets of Society promotional materials (flag, table banner and lectern cover) had been produced at a cost to the Society of DEM 271 each. A set would be presented free of charge to each National Member Society representative at the Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives. A set would then be mailed to all National Member Societies not represented at the interim meeting. It was agreed that these materials should prove very useful at National events.
I

Consensus Conference, Research and Evaluation
The consensus conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology, held in Cambodia in June 1995, had led to further developments. The most recent, had been the G'IZ/DSE Conference on Orthopaedic Technology held in Wuhan, Peoples Republic of China in November 1996. (GTZ and DSEare German aid and funding agencies which support prosthetic/orthotic service and education projects in developing countries.)The Chairman of the Education Committee, the President-Elect and the Honorary Secretary, at the request of DSE, had been heavily involved in the organisation, running and outcome of the meeting (at no cost to ISPO). The Immediate Past President had also attended as an observer representing the Society.
The next consensus conference would be on Management of Poliomyelitis on 16-22 November 1997. It had been decided that this conference should be held in Tunisia, a country which has had a great deal of experience of poliomyelitis but has also recently successfully eradicated the disease.
Information Exchange
It was reported that ISPO had had three pages on the Internet for some six months; general information, world congress information and National Member Societies details. In some cases there were links, for example, with the Canadian National Member Society home page. The ISPO web page had been established with the address WWW.1-S-P-O.ORG.
International Organisations
The Society enjoys good relations with many international organisations including the International Association of Orthotists and Prosthetists (INTERBOR), the World Health Organisation (WHO), the International Commission on Technology and Access (ICTA), the African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI), Internationaler Verband der Orthopaedie Schutechniker (NO), World Orthopaedic Concern (WOC), the United Nations (UN), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF), the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and Handicap International (HI). It was agreed that the Society should renew its membership of Rehabilitation International (RI).
World Congresses
The organisation of the next World Congress, to be held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands (28 June-3 July 1988), was going well. A great deal of effort had been devoted to producing the programme which was based on daily themes: children, adults and elderly people. Each morning session would begin with a plenary session on one of these themes. These would be followed by symposia and free papers and it was intended that more emphasis than previously would be placed on poster presentations. A new feature was the help desk where help and advice on technical problems could be sought by delegates.
The 2001 World Congress would be in Glasgow, Scotland, UK, on 1-5 July 2001. The Congress Organising Committee had been formed. The Congress would be held in the Scottish Exhibition and Congress Centre.
Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives
Reports were given by the following National Member Societies:-Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hong Kong, Hungary, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland (verbally), United Kingdom and United States.
Slate of Nominations for Executive Board 1998-2001
The election process begins with the composition of the "Slate" of nominations by the Executive Board. The purpose of this is to give the new Executive Board the best possible professional and geographical representation. This slate is then sent to all National Member Societies. They may approve the slate as proposed or make further nominations. Executive Board members do not represent their own countries but rather the whole Society. Therefore nominations are not based on "national interest" but rather on the capacity of the individual to contribute internationally. It must be noted that a great deal of hard work is involved and any person being nominated should carefully consider this. However it must also be said that the work is very rewarding when efforts lead to good results.
The proposed slate was approved by the Executive Board. It was subsequently presented to the interim meeting of International Committee Representatives. The sate will now be sent to all National Member Societies by the Honorary Secretary who will continue to oversee the process through to the election of the Executive Board for 1998-2001.
Brendan McHugh Honorary Secretary
The Brian Blatchford Prize
The Brian Blatchford Prize has been established by the Blatchford Family to honour the memory of Brian Blatchford. It is awarded every three years at the World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics.
The next Prize will be awarded at the Ninth World Congress of ISPO to be held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands from 28 June-3 July 1998. On this occasion the Prize will be €2,500 and will be awarded to an individual who has an outstanding record of innovative achievement in the field of prosthetics andfor orthotics. The achievement should be related to prosthetic and/ or orthotic hardware, or scientifically based new techniques which result in better prostheses or orthoses.
The President, in seeking to identify the recipient of the award, will also consider nominations or applications from National Member Societies or individuals. Such nominations or applications should contain a justification together with a curriculum vitae of the candidate and should reach the President of ISPO by 1 January 1998 at the following address:
Seishi Sawamura, The Hyogo Rehabilitation Centre, 1070, Akebono-cho, Nishi-ku, Kobe 65 1-2 1, JAPAN The prizewinner shall make a presentation based on his work at the Closing Ceremony of the Ninth World Congress on Friday 3 July and the paper shall be duly published in Prosthetics and Orthotics International.
The President and Executive Board of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics and the Blatchford family reserve the right to withhold the Prize should no suitable candidate be identified.
